14810 Linden Ave. N.

Shoreline, WA 98133

(206) 363-0859

8/10-12 GOAT ROCKS WILDERNESS & WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS TRAIL
The Goat Rocks was always a mythic place, of lofty snow covered peaks, at the remote southeast
corner of Mt. Rainier National Park. It was always a little too far to get to for day hiking, but with the
Chinook Pass highway it is just a few hours away. Most of the beautiful drive is through deep green
forest lands and National Park on one lane highway. The area was set aside as wilderness to preserve
its wildlife and natural beauty and through its center runs a serene section the Pacific Crest Trail. There
are many good hiking trails that traverse this wilderness some intersecting with the Crest Trail others
go to pastoral mountain lakes of lofty summits. We will pick out a couple of the more scenic day hikes
in this area. By the way as you might guess the wilderness was named for the numerous mountain
goats that inhabit it. One of our days in the area we will hike some of the western end of the William
O. Douglas Memorial Trail. This trail is 80 miles end to end and connects Yakima to Mt. Rainier in
one continuous trail. Dedicated to Douglas it traverses the same country where he spent most of his
childhood hiking with a pocket knife a
fishing line, and a bedroll over his
shoulder. Justice Douglas was the longest
serving Supreme Court Justice we have
had in this country, and he was one of the
best published as well. I have read many
of his stories about early adventures in the
Nachess and Tieton river valleys. We will
be staying in Packwood and day hiking out
of our lodging and eating in town for the
three day weekend. Provided: transit,
maps. Dates 8/10-12 6/23 Cost $432
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